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The way we view states has changed considerably over the past one and a half centuries. Imperial power is no
longer seen as a criterion for successful statehood, while political experts of 19th century Europe wouldnot
have focused on economic growth and contemporary standards of good governance to determine whether a
state will prosper or not.
A critical, historical perspective thus challenges the objectivity of today's methods of state assessment and
sharpens our understanding of how markers of statehood have changed as part of broader historical
developments. Further developing this historical perspective is the objective of a three-day interdisciplinary
conference hosted in Marburg by the Herder
Institute for Historical Research on East Central Europe and the University of Birmingham on 3–5 July 2019. The
conference will bring historians and political scientists together to critically scrutinise modernframeworks of
state assessment by bringing them into connection with their historical roots. Thus, the conference will provide
an alternative approach to the history of international relations as well as of the modern social sciences.
A main aim of the conference is to discuss when and how a "modern", discursive framework of state
assessment emerged and how it developed over time. For this, we want to investigate how the circulation of
knowledge and practices associated with state assessment functioned and changed. We will examine how
claims to scientific objectivity contributed to a broader international science of statehood that influenced
international politics, economies, and state buildingover the 20th century. We will put a focus on practitioners

of state assessment, such as social scientists, but also "laymen", such as businessmen, politicians, journalists,
and their networks. Another focus will be on the development of institutions of state assessment, such as
inquiry commissions and scientific institutions. The chronological focus of the conference is on the late 19th to
the early 21st century, with a focus on profound historical ruptures such as the World Wars and the end of the
Cold War, but contributions that span a longer period of time are also highly welcome. Central and Eastern
Europe, as regions that have undergone particularly profound transformations in this period, will receive
particular attention, but we invite contributions on all parts of the world. We welcome proposals both from
doctoral students and early-career researchers as well as from established scholars. Apart from historians and
political scientists, we also invite scholars to apply who work in disciplines that concern themselves with the
critical inquiry into state assessment, such as (but not restricted to) economics, geography, and sociology. We
also aim to organise a section particularly dedicated to doctoral students and early post-doctoral researchers, a
second one for established experts on the topic, and a third designed to bring academics and active
practitioners of state assessment into a conversation.
The conference language is English.
The deadline for proposals is the 15th of November
2018. We aim to give feedback to applicants no later
than February 2019. The conference will take place at the Herder Institute
in Marburg. The organisers will seek to cover costs for travel and accommodation.
To submit your proposal or for further information on the conference, please get in touch with the organisers:
Dr Klaus Richter (University of Birmingham)
k.richter@bham.ac.uk
Dr Heidi Hein Kircher (Herder Institute, Marburg)
heidi.hein-kircher@herder-institut.de
For further information please visit: https://www.herder-institut.de/go/blv-fd295
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